American History

Mr. Dan Falor

Email:  dfalor@almaschools.net
3rd Block Conference/ Room A-102
Course Description:  The study of history is vital and essential for citizens in our democratic society.  History helps us understand the origins, development, growth, and challenges of our institutions and culture.  It helps to locate ourselves in both time and space and helps us think about who we are and about our possible futures.  The study of history is essential for democratic citizenship.

Eras of Study:  According to the Michigan High School Content Expectations this course will be covering American History Eras 6 through 9.

Era 6:  Development of Industrial, Urban, and Global 

            United States   (1870-1930)

Era 7:  Great Depression and World War II (1920-1945)

Era 8:  Post-World War II United States (1945-1989)

Era 9:  America in a New Global Age
Textbook:  America:  Pathways to the Present, Cayton, Perry, Reed, Winkler, Prentice Hall, 2005
Grading System:  The course will be graded on a point basis in the following areas: Tests, Quizzes, Daily Work, Homework, Projects, and Essays.  Each assignment will be given a point value.  A 50 point writing assignment is worth the same as a 50 point test.  At the end of the marking period all the points will be totaled and then divided by the total amount possible.  This will give you the percentage for the grade.  Here is the grading scale:
	%
	Grade

	100
	              A +

	94-99
	              A

	90-93
	A-

	87-89
	  B+

	84-86
	B

	80-83
	 B-

	77-79
	 C+

	74-76
	              C

	70-73
	C-

	67-69
	  D+

	64-66
	              D

	60-63
	 D-

	59 and below
	              E


Late Work Policy:  It is the Social Studies Department’s belief that maintaining deadlines is an important aspect of the education process.  Students will be given two days to turn in a late assignment for partial credit.  After the allotted two days, the teacher reserves the right to assign the student a time to make up the assignment during their lunch period, for credit only – no points given.  Students will be allowed to eat their lunch while they complete the assignment.  Members of the Social Studies Department will be available during both “A” and “C” lunches to supervise assignment completion. 
Retests:  Retests will be given after school and only once.  The highest grade you can earn on a retest is an 80%.   You must have completed all chapter or unit assignments before the first test to be eligible for a retest.   
Classroom Rules:  All Alma High School Handbook policies will be enforced in the classroom.  The following rules will be enforced in the classroom.

Respect Your Teacher

Respect Your Classmates

Respect Yourself

Respect Your Classroom
There should be no interruptions while the teacher is teaching.  This includes pencil sharpening and requests for hall passes.  Limit the use of your hall passes.  You will need your AHS Planner to be able to leave class.  Frequent hall pass requests will result in the loss of pass privileges.  DON’T OVERUSE AND ABUSE!
Class Supplies:  You will need a folder and a notebook specifically for this class.  You will also need a writing utensil everyday.  I will not be supplying them for everyone.  5 pts. Extra Credit will be given for students putting a book cover on their textbooks by the end of the first week of class.  Book covers are mandatory.
Neither a wise man nor a brave man lies down on the tracks of history 
to wait for the train of the future to run over him.  

~Dwight D. Eisenhower
A nation that forgets its past can function no better than an individual with amnesia.

~David McCullough
Classroom Procedures
Daily Outlook:  You are to bring your textbook, notebook, and something to write with daily, unless instructed to do otherwise.  Trips to your locker for missing materials will not take place.  You will need to check out the board each day for messages/notes/deadlines/etc.  This is your job to be aware of them.
Beginning Class:  As you come into class, read the projector or board for the warm-up activity.  Look for necessary handouts in the pick-up basket by the door.  You need to be in your seat and begin the warm-up independently.  You begin class each day with the warm-up.  I should not have to get you in your seats and started.  This is your job!
Handing In Assignments:  All assignments must have your first and last name and the block you have the class written on them.  Papers without names will not be graded.  Assignments must be placed in the “turn-in” basket on the desk under the T.V. Warm-ups must be completed, organized, and turned in weekly/bi-weekly depending on the calendar.  Warm-up activities must be done if you are absent on a day and you have clearly marked that you were absent on the proper day.  

Assignments Missed Due to Absences:  Check the classroom calendar for each day’s assignments.  This is located by the door.  Pick up any handouts you may have missed from your class’s folder by the calendar.  See me during passing time, before school, or after school for any help needed on make-up work.  Any notes from powerpoints will be available on www.mrfalor.weebly.com.  You can access this on the school’s website.
Weekly Assignments:  Each Friday there will be a short quiz over material covered in class.  The questions can come from video clips, notes, readings, etc. done in class for that week.  Attendance is strongly suggested.  It will be difficult to pass these quizzes if you’re the type of student that misses multiple days in a week.  Major medical/family issues will be taken into consideration.
Fire Drills, Tornado Drills, and other Emergency Procedures:  Silence, cooperation, and best behavior are critical.   Students will move to assigned locations in single file lines.

Fire Drill:  Turn right out of the room.  Turn down hallway toward G section.  Take a right outside at the first door and head into the courtyard.  Move a safe distance from the building.

Tornado Drill:  Turn right out of the room.  Go all the way down into G section.  Take a seat on the floor where directed in the G section hallway.
Personal Issues:  Trips to the restroom and lockers may be refused.  Use your passing time wisely.  Hall passes will not be signed during your hallway time to excuse a tardy.  I will not give a hall pass to use the vending machine.  Emergencies will always be considered.

Dismissal:  Everyone must be in his/her seat.  Papers must be picked up off the floor.  I will excuse you from class.
