Amanda Jones

Lumberjack Livin’

4th Grade

Standards:
4 – H3.0.8 Describe past and current threats to Michigan’s natural resources; describe how Michigan worked in the past and continues to work today to protect its natural resources. (G, C, E)

4 – H3.0.4 Draw upon stories, photos, artifacts, and other primary sources to compare the life of people in towns and cities in Michigan and in the Great Lakes region during a variety of time periods from 1837 to the present (e.g., 1837-1900, 1900-1950, 1950-2000). (G)
Goals:
To have students be able to describe what they see pictured in the drawing based off of information from the text, as well as be able to match the different leaves to the type of tree it is that are found in Michigan.

Rationale:

This lesson is important, because it allows students to gain an appreciation for lumberjacks and helps students realize the importance of their work and also gives students the opportunity to learn about six trees that are found in Michigan.

Objective:

Students will be aware of the history of lumberjacks in Michigan, and will be able to name six different trees that are found here in Michigan.  They will also be able to, in detail, explain what lumberjacks did, and why.

Previous Knowledge:

Students should be able to read along in the book, be able to write down their answers on their own, and be able to color if not inside the lines of pictures, at least fairly close to it.  They should also be knowledgeable of Michigan’s natural resources, and know what it means to be a natural resource.

Teaching Instructions:

· Begin lesson by asking students what it was that they talked about previously to this lesson.  Have students raise their hands and listen to 2-3 student’s answers. (3-4 minutes)

· From there, ask the students what types of reading skills make a smart reader?  Have students use the first page of the chapter to show where all of the examples are (Heading, Captions, Pictures, Bold Words). (2-3 minutes) Have students raise their hands to be called on, or depending on the classes behavior call on students for answer.

· Next ask students what they suspect the chapter to be about.  Once a few students answer, begin to read the chapter.  Throughout reading, be sure to be stopping and explaining in more detail over certain parts that may need additional explanation. 

· While reading use enthusiasm and make sure students are paying attention.  You can accomplish this by looking to see that kids are following along in their book, or watching you while you read to them. (10 minutes)

· Once chapter is complete, ask students what they learned about lumberjacks and trees in Michigan. Ask students, “What types of jobs would lumberjacks do? How long were their workdays normally? What new types of work allowed lumberjacks to complete their tasks faster than before?” (5 minutes)

· Have students remain in seats and have the paper passers come and help pass out worksheets.  One worksheet focuses on asking questions about lumberjacks, while the other has a matching game for leaves to the right tree.  

· Tell students to bring their attention to you and have them watch you show examples of real leaves from the trees on the worksheet.  Have the students pass it around one by one while you tell information about each leaf. (7 minutes)

· Once explaining is done, have students complete worksheet.

· When it appears that students are done, get their attention and explain how on the next worksheet that they need to answer the three questions about what they see in the picture and have them answer the questions on the back. To make this more challenging, have students complete full sentences on the back describing what they see in the picture and have them use terms and information that they just recently learned about.

· Tell the students that when done answering the questions, they can color the picture until everyone else is done. This allows those that are finished something to do as well as give the students that are not yet completed time to finish with their work. (5 minutes)

· When it appears that everybody is wrapping up, ask students again what they just read and learned about and just recap what was taught with them.  Asking questions like, “To recap, what did lumberjacks do at work?  What types of trees can be found in Michigan? Did certain trees provide different products?” (3 minutes)

Extensions:
Incase some students finish faster than others, have those students color the lumberjack picture.  If they finish that they can read the biography section in the book about the lumberjack, or they can write a story about lumberjack life.

Materials:
Tree/Leaf worksheet

Lumberjack worksheet

Leaf examples

Colored pencils

Pencils

Michigan book

Assessment:

I will assess the students by collecting their worksheets at the end and see how they matched the leaves to the trees, as well as see how they answered the questions.  By looking at these things, I will be able to grasp how well they understand what was taught in that section.

Technology Extension:

Have students create a Prezi describing something about the Lumber Jack Lesson.  Have them extend their knowledge of the information provided and have them continue with additional information that they found through using additional resources, either on the internet or in textbooks.  Have students create Prezi and have them present to class.
