October 7, 2011

Dear Second and Third Grade families,

This year as a part of our Title I program, your child may be working with the Title I teacher, Mrs. Cole or Mrs. Johnston, and/or an educational paraprofessional, Mrs. Best, Mrs. King, Mrs. Bixler, or Mrs. Chick.  Your child is currently performing below grade level in reading, math, or both subjects, and is receiving support from Title I.

If your child is performing below grade level in reading, Title I support is taking place in a classroom during regular reading time with a Title I teacher or educational paraprofessional.  Your child receives support from an educational paraprofessional if he or she is below grade level in math.

Please feel free to contact your child’s teacher, Mrs. Cole, or Mrs. Johnston with any reading questions or concerns you may have regarding your child’s progress.  We are always available and would be happy to speak with you.  We hope your child continues to progress in reading and math.  Thank you for continuing to work with your child at home.  Together, we are all working hard to close those learning gaps.  It makes a difference when we all work together!

Yours in Reading,

Mrs. Cole and Mrs. Johnston

Title I reading teachers

Our 2011-2012 Title I Program

The elementary schools in Alma Public Schools are committed to success for each student in our care.  As a public school that receives Title I funding, we have a comprehensive school plan to support our students in their effort to reach academic excellence.

At Hillcrest, our Title I program is reflected in many different portions of the school day.  Each strategy and method used is based on researched best practices, and is designed to increase the amount and quality of learning time and to supplement the core academic programs of our school. Below is a brief summary of the services available at Hillcrest, as well as the names of the adults at Hillcrest who deliver these services. On the back you will find a brief introduction to the staff who provide Title I services at Hillcrest.

Programs/Instructional Blocks in Language Arts

Title I programs are used to support, or supplement, the core academic instruction.  All children receive daily on-grade level instruction in Language Arts during a 30 minute CORE Block. Instruction during CORE is delivered by the classroom teacher. During this period, students receive large group reading instruction on grade level specific expectations in reading.

In addition to CORE, each classroom has a daily 55 minute Intentional Language Arts Block, when some students go to the Title I classroom and on-level instruction is delivered in small groups.  Following this Intentional Block, each classroom has a 30 minute Intensives Block, when children who are working below grade level receive intensive interventions in Language Arts. Instruction during Intensives is delivered in groups of 5 or less, and often individually.  During Intensives time, children not receiving Interventions are working on Language Arts skills at their instructional level with their classroom teacher.

In most classrooms, the Language Arts Intentional Block looks like this:

	CORE (30 Minutes) On Grade Level Instruction- delivered by classroom teacher

	Title I Language Arts (55 minutes) Leveled Instruction-delivered by Title I staff and classroom teacher

	Intensives (30 Minutes) Small Group- delivered by Title I staff


Additionally, each classroom has a period of time during the day when Math skills are taught at grade level, and then a Math Intensives period for those working below grade level on math skills.  

Meet Our Title I Reading Staff

Mrs. Cole is in her 26th year of teaching.  She graduated from Alma College with a Bachelors Degree in Elementary Education in 1987.  Mrs. Cole is in her 18th year as a Title I teacher and previously taught in first and second grade classrooms.  She has been trained in Orton-Gillingham, Four-Blocks, and M.L.P.P.  Mrs. Cole completed her Master’s Degree in the Art of Teaching.  She is currently working with second grade students in reading.

Mrs. Johnston is in her sixth year of teaching.  She graduated from Alma College with a Bachelors Degree in History, and has a Master’s Degree in the Art of Elementary Teaching.  Mrs. Johnston is in her second year as a Title I teacher at Hillcrest, and previously taught at St. Mary Preschool.  She is currently working with third grade students in reading.

Mrs. Best has been employed with the Alma School District since 1986.  She has worked at the Middle School, Pine Avenue, and Hillcrest, with 24 of those years being spent in second grade as a Title I instructional paraprofessional.  Mrs. Best has received training in Guided Reading instruction and Crisis Intervention.  She works with second grade students teaching reading.  Mrs. Best completed her State of Michigan certification as a paraprofessional.

Mrs. King has been employed with Alma Public Schools since 1989.  She has worked with grades kindergarten through four at Hillcrest Elementary.  Mrs. King has received training in Love and Logic and has spent the past 12 years as a Title I instructional paraprofessional.  She currently teaches reading to second grade students in the Title I program.  Mrs. King completed her State of Michigan certification as a paraprofessional.

Mrs. Bixler was hired by Alma Public Schools in 1985.  She has worked at Hillcrest, Highland, and Luce Road elementary schools.  Mrs. Bixler has attended numerous reading related workshops and is trained in Orton-Gillingham.  She also has received her State of Michigan certification in the instructional field.  For the past 17 years, she has worked as a Title I instructional paraprofessional.  Mrs. Bixler is currently working with third grade students in the Title I program.

Mrs. Chick has enjoyed working as an instructional paraprofessional with Alma Public Schools in the Title I program since 1994.  She has worked mostly at the third grade level with some second grade instruction.  Mrs. Chick has attended reading related workshops and has received her State of Michigan certification as a paraprofessional in the instructional field.  She is currently teaching reading to third grade students in the Title I program.

